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THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE 
REUEM LV 1)ESC:RIBE1) CTNUS, TEUSUHERIA 

Li:si IK A. Garay 

It was oiilv rccciulv that T cstahlishetl the geiiiis TeiiscJicJia 
in tlie Anuricaii Orehitl Society liulletin on tlie Itasis ol a collec¬ 
tion iroin Ediatlor hv Mk. Henry Tcuschcr. WMiile this paper 
was in the prool-rcading stage, another new sjK cics. /. vcjic- 
zuchuui which is clcscrihecl liercwith, came into Mower in Catracas 
in the collection ol Mr. Ci. C. K. Dunsterville. This second 
stjecies at once reininclecl me c)l a taxon clcscrihecl by Schlechter 
as liilreiKnid Pickiaiut. W hen I examined critically our material 
of li. Pickiaua in the Orchid Herharium of Oakes Ames, I Avas 
surjn ised to find that it also has the characters of my new genus. 
I’hus within a few months our knowledge of the monotypic 
eenus Tcus(heria, thrc)iu>h the discoverv of two additional 

o n > 

species, Acas enlarged both as to number of species and as to 
theii distribution. 

All spec ies of 'Priisi heria arc epij)hytic in habit. The primary 
stem or rhi/ome is elongated and c()mj)letely beset Avith imbricat- 
iii''’ sheaths Avhich at ati cailv stage break cloAvn into numerous, 
fibrous segments. 'I he pseudol)ull)S arc either aggregated or 

Ic-ss remote and are hiddc'ii b\ three layers of scarious 


morc‘ Ol 


cata 



. '1 hese cata 



tightly (‘iiclose the developitig 
pseudobulbs and, as Avas obser\ed by Mr. Teuschcr, they expand 
together Avith the psc“Uclobidl)s. During the jirocc'ss ol exjiansion, 
the outer two layers soon wither and also break up into fibres, 
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:i bnish-likc :ij)j)c:ir;m(c“ to ilic j).s(‘U(l()l)iill)s. I hc iiincr- 
nio.st laytT scc-ms to rtniaiii ixisi.stcni and it encloses not only 
the psendobnil) but the basal ])oi tion ol the petiolate Ic'al as xvell. 
1 he psendobulbs aie relatixt ly .small, j)vrirorm in shape and are 
terminated b\ a sintile leal. It is noteworthx to mention that th(' 

• I ■ 

|)S(‘ii(l()l)iill) is n<)( :ir(i( nwith the j)cli()lc ol tlic‘ lc‘al bu! is 
('onliiHioiis with it. Ihc persistent leax'cs aie latluT thin in tc*x- 
tnre, elongate with a prominent ])eliole. The blade itself is dis- 
tiiK'tb' but not pi'oininently plicate*, oblon<»-li^nlate\ \vith a 
shar|)ly ae ntc' or sid)ae inninate* ape‘x. 1 he inlloreseene e‘ is always 
one-llowered and borne laterally at the base of the psendobidb, 
either of the* recent yeai’s growth or that of the |)i'('\ions vear. 
1 he sle nder pe'dniu le^ is e ither erect or pe ndent and adorned 
with a number ol remote* sheaths. The relalixely larue* lloAveis 
arc exceedingly inlc'iestini^ because ihc'y are not resupinatc, i.c“. 
the lip is uppermost in position dm in” anihesis. The non- 
rc'supinate position is attained throu”h a La bend ol the' ovary, 
an unusual method .seldom seen in the ore hid lamilv. I'he llowers, 
which are oj)c'n onl\ lor 21 hours, show a lew morphologically 
interest ill”' points. 1 lu' lleshy se|)als and petals aic either con- 
nixent or s|)ic“achn”; the laicial sepals are shortiv connate just 
abox'c' the column-loot and lorm a small spur-like structure 
xxhc'ie the bee tip of the column-loot, to xxhich tlu‘ ba.se ol the* 
ip is lirmix acinate, is enclosed. I his IVee prolon^aticm ol the 


column-loot is apparently xcix prominent in T. I'cn/’ziicldmi, 
xvhilc' in /'. Pu hidiKi it is harcllx |)rocluc c cl. The lar,”c' lateral 
lobes ol the* llabc'llate lip enlold the shoit, cylindrical column. 


The' lour pollinia are imecpial in si/.e, xxithout a stipe, and are 
held to”ethc“r by a small amount ol xiseosc* matter at the tii) of 
the rostellum. 

W hen I was published, a ('ollea^iie wioK' me that 

lu* (’onsidei's /. ('()}'hU( f)j)i(i lo be* s\ noiiN mous wilh HifrinKiYKi 

and dial I'inischcrid does not b(*loni^* to the* Phajeae*, 


III s( Ml KIA (OKNl ( oiMA CjAHA^. 1. general habit of plant, slightly less than 

natural si/c fig. 2 . front view of Hower, x I ; fig. 3. side view of flower with dorsal sepal, 
petals and one lateral sepal removed, x P,; fig. -i. lip expanded, x 2; fig. S. the apex of the 

eoliinm, much enlarged; fig 6. dorsal sepal, x I V,; fig petal, x 3*2: b. pollinia, much 

enlarged. 
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a.s I |)r()j)()se(l. hut nilhcr to the sul)tril)e L\(;i,s(c:ic. In ihc urncric 
(lc's( 1 i|)ti()M ()| Teusclieyia, ol course, I <';ive :i c leai cle.sc i i'ixion 
ol tlu“ nature ol jjolliiiia: “I’ollinia 1, ecaea, inae(|ualia, visco 
parco cohaereuiia. siiu* t>laiulula . liifycnayia is kno\vu to have 
a well (le\c“lopecl stipe and inland. Wdicai I c'xaiiiiuc'd oiii' niaierial 
ol />. PiclxKina, I was uuahle to locale any slijje or t>land. In one 
c'ollc“C'lion Iroin l‘.c nacloi' (^l)rc'w K-ti.s l), Iiowc'xcm', 1 lound the 
re ason lor ,Sc Idee liter’s dec ision to rel'er this laxon to the ue nns 
Bifyoitnui. HijyeiuiyKi I*i</;i/ina has a lar<>e, trianunlar rostcdhnn 

O f 7 

whic h breaks oil \'C‘rv easily. Wdien one examines .Sc hlc'chlc'r’s 

(ll awint*'. the j^roininent. irian<*idar inland ol the |)ollinia 
is c learly sc'cai. 1 ht' stipe, as clc'pic tc'cl by .Schleehter, is surely 
iniai^'inary. and represents, \'erv ])robabl\ , only the \’isc id maile r. 

liily ciKiyui I^K'liKiiui has alwa\.s been perjilexiii”' lo orchid tax¬ 
onomists. It was dc'seribed Irom eidti\alccl material and 
a.ssnmed to be native to (loloinbia. LOi' a lon<> tvhilc, noihine 


\\:\s 


more was known about this .s|)ec ic s; then. nnex|)ec tediv, it ap¬ 
peared in a collection Irom llondnras. Later it was collected on 
a number of occasions in (losta Rica as well as in Mexico, Colom¬ 
bia and Lciiaclor. Dr. L. (). W'illiams, havin'* .seen lixinu m.iterial 

1/ C 7 

ol it Irom Costa Rica, decided that it should be included in the 


genus Xylobiuni, and he made the indicated transl'er. Lhis 
transler, howe\er, did not sobe the placcineni problem of the 
.species, because one ol the generic recjuircments ol Xylobiuni 
is that the inllore.sc:encc' is alwa\s se\eral llo^\•erecl. 11 the inllorcs- 
cence* is one-llowereci only, the sj)ec ies would ordinarily be rc I'er- 
ablc‘ to the genus I.yrusle. However, both Xylobitnn and I.yrusle 

m 

ha\'e ])ollinia with :i very prominent sti]x“. Ililycnayiu Ibchiauu 
was, tluaelore. still misplaced. With the' detection of 'rcu.scbryia 
coyiiucojiiu and the additional s])ecie.s described in this |)a|)er, 
we at the' ,\mes llcrbarium believe that the jiroper disposition ol 
/)’. Picliiuna is in the uenus '/'(Utsclicyiu. 


Tc'iisc'horia (Lirav, in .Xnic-rican Orchid .Socicix Uiillciin 27: (S2t). l(),a<S. 

* / 

.Sc'paliiin poMicinn inic'niin. a M-palis laic'r;ilil)iis oiimiiio lilicnmi; 
.sc'pala latcaalia lata, hasi pccli coliiiimac' adnata, incnlinn roniicatmn 
\c'l c-rc'c lum c tilcarilnmic ronnantia. I’ctala sc'palis iiuhisa c'l annualiora. 
l.alcc'lluni .scpalis iiulnsimi, supermn. iinolutcmi. U il'dniiii, ad .ipicom 
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pedis coluninac iiuur\uin adiialiinujiie cl cinii co non articulatuin. 
Ca)luinna brevis, crassa, I)asi in pedein loni^issinuini apicc inciirvuni 
]:)r()(liKla; clinandriuin vix evolutuni, marginatum; rostelliim valde pro- 
ductum. late triangulum. Pollinia 1. (crea, inappendiculata, visco parco 
cohaerenlia, sine glandula. Ovarium genudexum. — llerbac epiphyti- 
cae rhi/omate al)l)re\ ialo, nunc elongato. Pseudobidbi ol)lic]uc pvri- 
formes, uniloliati. Folium j^licaium, angustum, petiolatum. Indoresccn- 
tia singula, lateralis, unidora. Flos sa(is conspicuus, non rcsupinalus, a 
latere visus nonnun(|uam cornueopiam in mentem revocans. 

erWIS SPhCIKRUM 

1 Lobus inlerinedius lal)elli lobis lateralibus aeqiiilungns vcl brevior; ]>scu- 

dobnlbi aggregati . 2 

1* Lobus interniedius lal)elli lobis lateralibus duplo vcl trij)lo longior; pscu- 
dobulbi reiuoli . ^ • Pichiana 

2 Leiala ol)lancolala; luargo labelli antice crcmilata . T. venczucJana 

2* l^ctala oblongo-lincares; iiiargo labelli antice inlegra . T. cornucopia 

Teuscheria eorniicopia Ciara\, in Amer. Orch. Soc. Bull 27: 820, 1958. 

Fpiphvliea, eaes|)ilosa, u^cpie ad 20 (in. alta: rhizomate valde abbre- 
viato: pscmdobulbis aggregatis. ()l)li(|ue pM'ilormibus vel o\alo-pyrilormi- 
bus. rnonophyllis, (a. 2 (in. aliis: lolio lineari-oblongo, plieato, |)romi- 
nenter .S-nervio. 15 ( in. longo, 1 cm. lalo: indorescentia singula, ereda vel 
paulo arcuata, giauili, in medio unixaginata, 1 cm. longa; dore nutanti, 
satis (onspicua. a latere \ isu corniu()|)iam in mentem rexexante: sepalo 
postico elliptico v(*l ()bovato-ellij:)tico, apice obluso, 5-nervio, M mm. 
longo, 7 mm. lato; sepalis laieralibus obli(juis, oblongo-o\atis, a])ice 
acutis, 5-ner\iis, lO mm. longis. basi 9 mm. latis: petalis lineari-oblongis, 
apice acutius( ulis, 5-nerviis, 10 mm. longis, 1 mm. latis: labello cuneato- 
dabellato, antice 5-lobo, lobis lateralibus rotundatis, lobo terminali 
renilormi, in medio lexiler reluso, dis(() su])ra medium callo 3-dentato 
ornato, loto labello l(') mm. longo, 15 mm. lalo; columna lunnili, crassa, 
dorsaliler 1 mm. alia, basi in |)edem longissinunn produda; ovario cum 
pedicello (a. 1.5 (in. longo. 

Ecuador: Western slopes ol the Andes. 100 km. Irom C»ua\a(]uil. 
Altitude about 2).000 It., //. / Cu.si lirr sji. ( i x rr in the Ames Orchid 
Herbarium no. ()9,2(i55 d he plant Irom xvhidi the type was taken is 
(iiltixaied in the eolle( iion ol the Montreal lh)tanical Ciarden. I he 
aboxe (les(ri])lion was |)rejxared Irom living material. 

Teuscheria vene/iielana Ciarax, sp. nov. 

Epi|)hytica, (aes|)itosa, us(|ue ad cm. alta: rhi/omate xalde abbre- 
viato: ra(li(ibus dlilormibus, llexiiosis, giabris; jxseudobulbis obli(|ue 
|)vriformibus. uniroliatis. ca. 2.5 (in. altis: loliis lineari-oblongis, pli(atis, 
a|xice aditis vel subacuminatis, basin in petiolum angustatis, us(jue ad 
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'IVij.sc hcria vcncziiclana Garay 

:> (in. Innuis, U.") (in. I;iiis: iiiIlor(‘S(cmi;i sinmil;i. ])(*n(liil;i. 
|)c*(lim( nio satis i^iacili, Ic‘\ iici' aiaaiaio, vaijinis l)ra(*U‘ilm 



)ra: 



)iis rcinoiis 


<)l)sc‘ss<), (ti. / (in. liiiij^o; s(*j)al() |)()sii('() ()l)l()njH()-()l)()\'ai(), a|)i((‘ a(iit<) 
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vcl <)l)tusiii.N( ulo. ( s.itis ( ariioso. I'J inin. lonsro, 7 nun. IjUo; 

sepiilis l;il(>r:ilil)ii.s ()l)li(|iiis. ()l)loii!>()-()\:iiis, apicc aciilis vcl olxusiusnilis, 
l)a.si (»I)li(]iic (lc( uncmibus. 25 iniii. loiigis. S inni. lalis; |)clalis obliciue 
oblaiKColalis, satis (aniosis. apite aciilis. 18 iiini. l()ii<>is, 5 nim. lalis: 
lal)i“ll() cimcat()-llal)cllat(i, aiilicc iriloix), lobis lateralibiis sulxtrbiciilari- 
biis. lobo iiiicruuHlio hand jjrodiK to, rotundaio. disco a basi iistpic ad 
nicdiiini lallo elcvato, tariuoso oiiiato: marj^iiic lal>clli aiilicc (I'citulala; 
tolo Ial)cll() 22 mill, loii^o. aiiti(c 18 mm. lato: cohmina satis Iiiimili, 
crassa. basi in pcdcm loiit^nm prodncta. 

Venezuela: (ihoroiii Road, scawaixl .sloj)cs. yMiitndc about 5.000 ft., 

(j.(..l\. Dunsteri'iUe VJ/ (T'S'I’K in the .Xmes (5rchid Ilcrijarinm no. 
60,206.) 

riiis dc.sc 1 i|)tioii was pi'C])arcd from living material. I lie color of the 
llcsliy sepals and petals is bronze with a light maroon tinge; the lij) is 

while with a dilfnsed pink (Insh near the margin. 

Teus(heria Fi<kiana (.Sdillr.) Garav. comb. nov. 

r>;i.s(‘(l oil Hi j)'(' nn riff HKhiatia Schlir. in Orchis 6: <S, fii^. 1, 1912. See 

also .Xfansl. in I'cclde Rep. lieili. 58: t.19. Nr.1 !)('>. 19-iO. 

\\l()hiam Pi( /iinimm (Sehltr.) I ..( ).\\hiis. in Cxnha 4: 271, fig., 1955; 


ihichin 5: IS 


/ , 


I95(i. 


l\|)ij)li\I i( a, iis(|ne ad r)5 ein. alia: i hi/oniate ligneseenie, elongalo, 
fiexnoso. ( ata|)hyllis iniln ic at is, jam ennare e.scentibiis, fibrosis oinnino 
obteclo; radieil)iis filironnil)ns, (lexnosis, giabris; pseudobulbis satis 
distant ibus, ovoidc is \cl obiicjiie ])yrirorniibns, calapln llis seariosis 
deimim fissis omnino obieetis, unifoliatis, 1.5-3 cm. altis; lolio ol)l()ng()- 
ligulalo, plic ato, apice ae nminalo vel aditiuscnlo, basi in petiolum angus- 
tato, |)etiolo iiuluso 15-(i9 (iii. longo, 1-3 cm. lato; inflorescenlia singula, 
unillora: ])ediiiKnlo graeili, kniter areiiato, inierdum rellexo (valdc 
post aiuhesin) , ca. 3 cm. longo; sepalo poslico satis carnoso, oblongo- 
elli])lic(), a|)ice obiuso, 5-7-nervi(), 12-15 mm. longo, 4-5 mm. lato; 
sepalis lateralibiis oblicpie ovato-oblongis vcl triangulari-oblongis, a|)ice 
acutis vel obtusis, 5-7-ncrviis, cum pede columnae menlum conicum, 
obtusum lormantibus, 13-18 mm. kingis, 5-7 mm. latis; petalis oblongo- 
ligulatis, obtusis, 3-5-nerviis, 12-1() mm. longis,, 4-5 mm. latis; labcllo e 
basi cuneata trilobo, lobis lateralibiis oblicpie oblongis, apicc obtusis, 
lobo intermedio cuneato-subejuadrato \'el cuneato-flabellato, apice brevi- 
ter exciso, lobis lateralibiis duplo vel triplo longiore; disco in medio 
callo 3-deniat() ornato; loto lab(‘llo 15-25 mm. loniio, inter lobos late- 

ii ^ 

rale.s 1.8-18 mm. lato; cohimna hnmili. cia.ssa, basi in pcdeni longissimnm 
prodncta; ovario t inn pedit cllo ca. 1-5 mm. longo. 


Afcxico; Cihiapas; limestone area, near Laguna Ocotal Grande. Alti¬ 
tude about 950 m.. Ii. L. Dressier 162*> (A.\ti;.s) . Honduras: in moist 
forest near Nacimiento tlel Rio Lindo, Dept. Ciortes. Altitude about 600 
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Teuscheria Pickiana (Schltr.) Garay 


in.. Williams & Molina (i-Ai*) ; Simla C.ni/ dc Vojoa, Dcpl. Cortes. 

Altiuule al)()ut 2000 ft., Edwards 5// (amk.s, nv) . Closla Rica: region 
lieivvcen Rio K.squinas and Palmar Sur dc Osa. vicinity of F.s(|ninas Sta¬ 
tion, Prov. Pnntarena.s. Altitude ca. 80 in., P. Allen 55S-f (kap) ; forested 
hills near Ksquinas Station, vicinity of Rio Es(|uina.s, Prov. Puntarenas. 
Allilude ca. (iO ni., P. Allen 56SS {10x1') ; Rio lilanco, North-east Cordil¬ 
leras. Altitude ca. 1000 m., /•'. C. Lehmann 1219 (amks, g.) . Colombia: 
Dent, del Valle. Cordillera occidentid, Iloya del Rio Digua. Altitude 
000-1180 m. J. Cuatrecasas H90I (amk.s). Ecuador: Prov. linhahura. 
Cordillera occidental. Above Rio Chalguayaco. Altitude about 1800 ft., 
IP. B . Drcxo E-631 (ami:.s) . — ORciiin iu'.rbarium of oakf.s amivS, botani¬ 
cal MUSEUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 















